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' \TENT COOPERATION TRF Y 


From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 


PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF ELECTION 

(PCT Rule 61.2) 

To: 

Commissioner 

I ripnartmpnt nf Pominprrp 

United States Patent and Trademark 
Office, PCT 

2011 South Clark Place Room 
CP2/5C24 

Arlington, VA 22202 
ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE 

in its capacity as elected Office 

Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

06 November 2000 (06.11.00) 


International application No. 
PCT/J P00/01 728 

Applicant's or agent's file reference 
09352 

International filing date (day/month/year) 

21 March 2000 (21.03.00) 

Priority date (day/month/year) 

25 March 1999 (25.03.99) 

Applicant 

IIZUKA, Kunihiko etal 


1. The designated Office is hereby notified of its election made: 

| X| in the demand filed with the International Preliminary Examining Authority on: 

14 September 2000 (14.09.00) 


| | in a notice effecting later election filed with the International Bureau on: 


2. The election | X | was 

| | was not 

made before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date or, where Rule 32 applies, within the time limit under 
Rule 32.2(b). 



Authorized officer 

The International Bureau of WIPO 


34, chemin des Colombettes 

Henrik Nyberg 

1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 

Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 


Form PCT/IB/331 (July 1 992) JP0001 728 


Copy for the Elected Office (EO/US) 


PCT/JP00/01728 


P/^ENT COOPERATION TREA^' 


W' s H l a»» W S <L~LJ From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 


VERS 'ON 

NOTIFICATION OF THE RECORDING 
OF A CHANGE 

(PCTRule 92bis.1 and 
Administrative Instructions, Section 422) 

To: 

TAKASHIMA, Hajime 
Yuki Bldg. 

3-9, Hiranomachi 3-chome, Chuo-ku 
Osaka-shi, Osaka 541-0046 
JAPON 

Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

27 November 2000 (27.11.00) 

Applicant's or agent's file reference 
09352 

IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 

International application No. 
PCT/JP00/01728 

International filing date (day/month/year) 
21 March 2000(21.03.00) 


The following indications appeared on record concerning: 

X the applicant X the inventor | ] the agent Q the common representative 

Name and Address 

UEHATA, Masayoshi 

Welfide Corporation Drug Discovery 

laboratories 

25-1, Shodaiohtani 2-chome 
Hirakata-shi, Osaka 573-1153 
Japan 

State of Nationality 
JP 

State of Residence 
JP 

Telephone No. 

Facsimile No. 

Teleprinter No. 

2. The International Bureau hereby notifies the applicant that the following change has been recorded concerning: 
| | the person Q^j the name X the address Q^] the nationality the residence 

Name and Address 

UEHATA, Masayoshi 
Welfide Corporation 
Drug Discovery Laboratories 
25-1, Shodaiohtani 2-chome 
Hirakata-shi, Osaka 573-1153 
Japan 

State of Nationality 
JP 

State of Residence 
JP 

Telephone No. 

Facsimile No. 

Teleprinter No. 

3. Further observations, if necessary: 

4. A copy of this notification has been sent to: 
|~X"| the receiving Office the designated Offices concerned 
| | the International Searching Authority | X| the elected Offices concerned 
| X| the International Preliminary Examining Authority | | other: 



Authorized officer 

The International Bureau of WIPO 


34, chemin des Colombettes 

Y. KUWAHARA 

1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 


Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 

Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 


Form PCT/IB/306 (March 1994) 0038275 


..Copy for the Elected Office (EO/US) 


PCT/JPOO/01728 


PA TC .NT COOPERATION TREAT' 


From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 


PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF THE RECORDING 
OF A CHANGE 

(PCT Rule 92bis.1 and 
Administrative Instructions, Section 422) 

To: 

TAKASHIMA, Hajime 

Fujimura Yamato Seimei Building 

2-14, Fushimimachi 4-chome 

Chuo-ku 

Osaka-shi 

Osaka 541-0044 

JAPON 

Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

07 septembre 2001 (07.09.01) 

Applicant's or agent's file reference 

09352 

IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 

International application No. 
PCT/JPOO/01728 

International filing date (day/month/year) 
21 mars 2000 (21 .03.00) 


1. The following indications appeared on record concerning: 
| | the applicant | | the inventor |~X] the agent 


| | the common representative 


Name and Address 

TAKASHIMA, Hajime 
Yuki Bldg. 

3-9, Hiranomachi 3-chome, Chuo-ku 
Osaka-shi, Osaka 541-0046 
Japan 

State of Nationality 

State of Residence 

Telephone No. 
06-6227-1156 

Facsimile No. 
06-6227-0260 

Teleprinter No. 

2. The International Bureau hereby notifies the applicant that the following change has been recorded concerning: 
| | the person | | the name X the address | | the nationality | | the residence 

Name and Address 

TAKASHIMA, Hajime 

Fujimura Yamato Seimei Building 

2-14, Fushimimachi 4-chome 

Chuo-ku 

Osaka-shi 

Osaka 541-0044 

Japan 

State of Nationality 

State of Residence 

Telephone No. 
06-6227-1156 

Facsimile No. 
06-6227-0260 

Teleprinter No. 


3. Further observations, if necessary: 


4. A copy of this notification has been sent to: 
| X| the receiving Office 
| | the International Searching Authority 
| | the International Preliminary Examining Authority 


| | the designated Offices concerned 
| X | the elected Offices concerned 
| | other: 



Authorized officer 


The International Bureau of WIPO 



34, chemin des Colombettes 

Y. KUWAHARA 


121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 



Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 ^ 

^ 41-22)338.83.38 

i 

Form PCT/IB/306 (March 1994) 
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Copy for the Elected Office (EO/US) 
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PCT/J POO/01 728 


From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 


PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF THE RECORDING 

OF A CHANGE 

/PPT RuIp Q9hk 1 anri 

Administrative Instructions, Section 422) 

To: 

TAKASHIMA, Hajime 
Yuki Bldg. 

3-9, Hiranomachi 3-chome, Chuo-ku 
Osaka-shi, Osaka 541-0046 
JAPON 

Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

27 November 2000 (27.11.00) 

Applicant's or agent's file reference 

09352 

IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 

International application Mo. 
PCT/JPOO/01728 

International filing date (day/month/year) 
21 March 2000 (21.03.00) 


i. The following indications appeared on record concerning: 

| | the inventor | | the agent 


X the applicant 


□ 


the common representative 


Name and Address 

YOSHITOMI PHARMACEUTICAL 

INDUSTRIES, LTD. 

6-9, Hiranomachi 2-chome, Chuo-ku 

Osaka-shi, Osaka 541-0046 

Japan 

State of Nationality 
JP 

State of Residence 
JP 

Telephone No. 
06-6201-1908 

Facsimile No. 
06-6232-0676 

Teleprinter No. 

2. The International Bureau hereby notifies the applicant that the following change has been recorded concerning: 
| | the person X the name | | the address the nationality Qj] the residence 

Name and Address 

WELFIDE CORPORATION 

6-9, Hiranomachi 2-chome, Chuo-ku 

Osaka-shi, Osaka 541-0046 

Japan 

State of Nationality 
JP 

State of Residence 
JP 

Telephone No. 
06-6201-1908 

Facsimile No. 
06-6232-0676 

Teleprinter No. 


3. Further observations, if necessary: 


4. A copy of this notification has been sent to: 
| X| the receiving Office 
| [ the International Searching Authority 
[ X | the International Preliminary Examining Authority 


| | the designated Offices concerned 
| X | the elected Offices concerned 
| [ other: 


The International Bureau of WIPO 

Authorized officer 

34, chemin des Colombettes 

Sean Taylor 

1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 

Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 


Form PCT/IB/306 (March 1994) 


003684622 


Copy for the Elected Office (EO/US) 
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PCT/J POO/01 728 


From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 


PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF THE RECORDING 
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OF A CHANGE 

/PPT Rulo Q9hic 1 anrl 

Administrative Instructions, Section 422) 

To: 

TAKASHIMA, Hajime 
Yuki Bldg. 

3-9, Hiranomachi 3-chome, Chuo-ku 
Osaka-shi, Osaka 541-0046 
JAPON 

Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

27 November 2000 (27.1 1 .00) 

Applicant's or agent's file reference 
09352 

IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 

International application No. 
PCT/JP00/01728 

International filing date (day/month/year) 
21 March 2000(21.03.00) 


1. The following indications appeared on record concerning: 

X the applicant X the inventor | | the agent j | the common representative 

Name and Address 

UEHATA, Masayoshi 
Yoshitomi Pharmaceutical 
Industries, Ltd., Research 
Laboratories 

25-1, Shodaiohtani 2-chome 
Hirakata-shi, Osaka 573-1153 
Japan 

State of Nationality 
JP 

State of Residence 
JP 

Telephone No. 

Facsimile No. 

Teleprinter No. 

2. The International Bureau hereby notifies the applicant that the following change has been recorded concerning: 
| | the person | | the name X the address | | the nationality | | the residence 

Name and Address 

UEHATA, Masayoshi 

Welfide Corporation Drug Discovery 

laboratories 

25-1, Shodaiohtani 2-chome 
Hirakata-shi, Osaka 573-1153 
Japan 

State of Nationality 
JP 

State of Residence 
JP 

Telephone No. 

Facsimile No. 

Teleprinter No. 

3. Further observations, if necessary: 

4. A copy of this notification has been sent to: 
| X| the receiving Office | | the designated Offices concerned 
| | the International Searching Authority | X| the elected Offices concerned 
| X | the International Preliminary Examining Authority | | other: 


The International Bureau of WIPO 

Authorized officer 


34, chemin des Colombettes 

Sean Taylor 

1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 

Telephone No.: (41-22)338.83.38 


Form PCT/IB/306 (March 1 994) 003684634 
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^PATENT COOPERATION TREAT 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
09352 

SeeNotificationofTransmittaloflnternational Preliminary 
FOR FURTHER ACTION Examination Report (Forrn PCT/IPEA/4 1 6) 

International application No. 

International filing date (day/month/year) 

Priority date (day/month/year) 

PCT/JP00/01728 

21 March 2000 (21.03.00) 

25 March 1999 (25.03.99) 

International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 


A61K 45/00, 31/34, 3 1/44, 3 1/443, 3 1/445, 3 1/4525, 31/50, 3 1/501, A61P 1 1/00 

Applicant 

WELFIDE CORPORATION 



1. This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 


This REPORT consists of a total of 

□ 


. sheets, including this cover sheet. 


This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see 
Rule 70. 16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 


These annexes consist of a total of _ 


sheets. 


3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement • 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 


I 

I2SJ 

II 

□ 

III 


IV 

□ 

V 

El 

VI 

□ 

VII 

□ 

VIII 

□ 


Date of submission of the demand 

14 September 2000 (14.09.00) 

Date of completion of this report 

08 May 2001 (08.05.2001) 

Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 
Facsimile No. 

Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 


Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (July 1998) 


INTERNATIONAL PRELI 


RY EXAMINATION REPORT 



gtional application No. 

' PCT/JP00/01728 


I. Basis of the report 


1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 

the description: 
pages 

pages 

pages 


□ 


, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 


filed with the letter of 


□ 


the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 


, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 


filed with the letter of 


□ 


the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 


, as originally filed 


. filed with the demand 


filed with the letter of 


| | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 


, as originally filed 


filed with the demand 


filed with the letter of 


2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

1 | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 
I [ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

| | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the international application in written form, 
filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. • 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 


□ 


□ 
□ 
□ 


4. 


□ 


The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I [ the description, pages 

| 1 the claims, Nos. 

I | the drawings, sheets/fig 


I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
" ' — ' beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 


Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box I) (July 1998) 
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itional application No. 

t'PCT/JPOO/01728 


III. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to nov elty, inventive step and industrial applicability 


1. The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non obvious), or to be 
industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

1 | the entire international application. 

claims Nos. 1 1-15 

because: 

IS 


the said international application, or the said claims Nos. 11-15 


relate to the following subject matter which does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

See supplemental sheet for continuation of Box III. 1. 


□ the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. 
are so unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 


■ — | the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported 

| I by the description that no meaningful opinion could be formed. 

no international search report has been established for said claims Nos. 11-15 . 


2. A meaningful international preliminary examination cannot be carried out due to the failure of the nucleotide and/or amino acid 
sequence listing to comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative Instructions: 

| | the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

| | the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 
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nal application No. 
P 00/01728 


Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 


Continuation of: III. 1 . 

Claims 11 to 15 pertain to methods for treatment of 
the human body by therapy or surgery (PCT Article 
34 (4) (a) (i) and PCT Rule 67 (iv) ) . 
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onal application No. 
jTP 00/01728 


V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 


1-10, 16-21 


1-10, 16-21 


1-10, 16-21 


YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 


Citations and explanations 

This written opinion was based on the documents listed 
below : 

WO, 98/06433, Al (Yoshitomi Pharmaceutical 
Ind., Ltd.) 

JP, 10-113187, A (Kirin Brewery Co., Ltd.) 
EP, 893437, Al" (Ono Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd.) 
EP, 784980, Al (Nakamura, Toshikazu) 
EP, 519354, Al (Fujisa.wa Pharmaceutical Co,, 
Ltd. ) 

JP, 6-345643, A (Hoechst AG) , 
JP, 61-158983, A (Yoshitomi Pharmaceutical 
Ind. Ltd.) 

JP, 2-290821, A (Pias Arise K.K.) 
JP, 10-218768, A (Asahi Chemical Ind. Co., 
Ltd.) 


Document 1 

Document 2 
Document 3 
Document 4 
Document 5 

Document 6': 
Document 7 : 

Document 8 : 
Document 9: 


Concerning Claims 1 to 10 and 16 to 21 

Document 1 (claims; page 4, lines 8 to 18; page 16, 
line 21 to page 18, line 11; page 28, line 17 to page 49, 
line 17; and page 54, line 16 to page 55, line 21) 
discloses a drug having as the active ingredient' an Rho 
kinase inhibitor and also discloses specific medical uses, 
its. formulation, as well as the chemical structure of the 
active ingredient and indicates which of these is most ! 


Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box V) (January 1994) 


INTERNATIONAL PREL] 


Slm^Hftioi 
ARY EXAMINATION REPORT R^Lj 


ionaJ application No. 
TP 00/01728 


desirable. Moreover, Document 2 (claims; and paragraphs 
[0089] to [0108]) discloses a protein which inhibits the 
Rho kinase function and a drug using said protein, its 
formulation and a specific medical use thereof. In 
comparing the invention disclosed in Claims 1 to 10 and 
Claims 16 to 21 of this application with the inventions 
disclosed in Documents 1 and 2, the inventions differ in 
the sense that the invention of the present application is 
used in the prevention/ treatment of interstitial pneumonia 
and pulmonary fibrosis and contains documentation which 
indicates for what diseases the invention can and should 
be used, whereas Documents 1 and 2 do not mention these 
diseases . 

However, the fact that the drug useful for specific 
diseases disclosed in Documents 1 and 2 is useful in the 
prevention/treatment of interstitial pneumonia and 
pulmonary fibrosis is a commonly known fact, as described 
in Documents 3 to 9 . Therefore, it would not required any 
creative ability above that expected of a person skilled 
in the art to realise that an Rho kinase inhibitor can be 
used in the prevention/ treatment of interstitial pneumonia 
and pulmonary fibrosis. Furthermore, with respect to the 
documentation, a drug package is commonly used and is a 
form commonly adopted by a person skilled in the art. 

Therefore, the invention disclosed in Claims 1 to 10 
and 16 to 21 does not involve an inventive step. 
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